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THE FIRESIDE VISITOR;

"I GIVE YOU GOOD DuCTKINX, KOIiSAKK VOO NOT MY LAW."

—

PrOV. 1Y. 2.

ON THE NECESSITY OF BAPTISM AS A MEANS OF SALVATION.

Deeming it expedient that mankind should be made fully acquainted with

the plan of salvation, I have determined upon this method to apprise you,

and would most earnestly solicit your calm and considerate perusal of the

little tract now before you. A knowledge of the plan of admittance into

the kingdom of God is so essential for our happiness here and here-

after, that no one capable of reflecting can pass superficially over the

means brought forth to a lost and ruined world by our most blessed

Redeemer ; and, with a degree of admiration, we maik the scrupulous

care with which he attended to the various ordinances as examples for us

to follow ; and, I am of opinion, a deviation from the course marked out,

'must be to our condemnation and not the road to life eternal. Hence when
the Lord Jesus Christ became of the proper age recognized by the Jewish

nation to officiate as a priest, before entering upon the duties of his office,

he went to John who was baptizing in Jordan, and solicited at his hands
the administration of the sacred ordinance. After some little explanation

as to its being his duty according to his office, he went down into the water

with the Saviour, who was now to set an example to all the world of the

law, or part thereof of righteousness ; and as they came up out of the water,

the heavens opened, and God acknowledged his Son in whom he was well

pleased ; and, as a further proof of the acquiescence of the Father in what
the Son had done, he gave a command to " hear ye him ;" therefore it is

plaiu, that if all righteousness was fulfilled by this act of the Saviour, it pre-

supposes we, in order to fulfil the same law, must not fail to accomplish the

same thing, for " heaven and earth may pass away, but the words of the

Lord shall not fail." Hence, then, when he was in his capacity of public

teacher, Nicodemus, a man also known in the Jewish nation of similar oc-

cupation, came to inquire what was required of a person in order to enter

the kingdom of God ; Christ replied, " a man must be born again ;" at which
Nicodemus marvelled exceedingly. Christ seeing his embarrasment, ex-

plained himself, and in these remarkable words he plainly and definitely

told him, " except a man is born of the water and of the spirit, he cannot

enter the kingdom of God." Here, then, my reader, was the explanation

to the new birth, for when a person follows the example of the blessed

Lord by being buried in the water, entirely immersed therein, and emerges

therefrom, he may truly say he has been born of the water ; but the objection
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to this, that it is the water from the side of Christ, is so frivolous I shall

not notice it, considering it as the extreme of a forced possession of pre-

mises in nowise tenahle ; but, on the other hand, the teachings of Jesus

Christ and his apostles go to establish the premises I have taken, that

baptism by immersion is the doctrine of the bible. Some will say, if in

one instance Christ differed from that rule, which he most assuredly did in

the case of the thief on the cross, who was saved without baptism, why not

we then act upon the same principle ? Let me here, my reader, ask you to

pause. Many, and in fact nearly all, believe the place in which Christ

promised the thief they should be together was heaven, but he did not so call

it, but paradise, which is not heaven. Do not be amazed, but listen to the

words of the Saviour after his resurrection when met by Mary, he exhorted

her not to touch him, for he said he had not yet ascended to heaven, ' c but

go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your

Father, and to my God and your God." Then, probably, in astonishment

you ask where had he been ; for a solution of this query I refer yon to

the last few verses of the third chapter of the first epistle of Peter. His

business is there plainly told ; and who shall doubt its truth aud again

say the thief on the cross went to heaven without baptism.

But to return, prior to his ascension he gave his disciples a commission

to go out into all the world to preach the gospel
;
giving this promise, that

"he that believed and was baptized should be saved, and he that believed

not should be damned ;" and, as a reward of obedience, certain signs and
blessings should follow them that believe :—in my name cast out devils,

speak with new tongues, lay hands upon the sick and they should recover,

take up serpents, or drink any deadly thing and it should not hurt them.

These were the blessings promised by the Lord Jesus Christ to all the

believing children ; it was to be their meat, and not to be given to the

unbelievers, so that on the day of Pentecost, when the Holy Ghost came
upon the disciples, according to the promise of the Lord, and for which
they waited, Peter stood up and began to explain the reason of this extra-

ordinary effusion of the Holy Spirit, and by the forcibleuess of his remarks

the people were touched in their hearts, and desired to know what they

should do. Peter replied (seeing they had believed his testimony, otherwise

they would never have cried out), " repent every one of you, and be bap-

tized for the remission of your sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the

Holy Ghost ; for the promise is unto you and to your children, and as

many as the Lord our God shall call"—consequently unlimited ; and as

long as sinners wrere to be called, here was the plan set forth by the chief

of the apostles, filled with the Holy Ghost, calling them to repentance and
baptism for the remission of sins, and giving them the promise of the

Holy Spirit. The effect of the preaching on the day of Pentecost was the

adding of three thousand to the church, and this is used as a very strong

objection to baptism by immersion, because some suppose that the disci-

ples were so few in number that it would be impossible to baptize so many
in one day ; but when we consider there were a number of officers, then it

ceases to be a matter of surprise. The twelve were there, and at least

twice seventy, for the Lord himself sent these men forth at two distinct

times, and the bible informs us all were come together in one place.

But let us proceed, and witness the course pursued by the apostles.

The mode of adoption into the family of God never varies, so that the
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eunuch was baptized ; Philip, too, is found performing the same ordinance

in Samaria, and sends for some one to come from Jerusalem to confirm the

faith of these people. Peter and John being come down, laid their hands

on them and they received the Holy Ghost.

We have now arrived at another very important ordinance—the laying

on of hands for the reception of the Holy Ghost; but before I enter

upon an investigation of this, permit me to produce a few more passages

of the sacred word in proof of baptism ; for instance, the baptism of Paul

by Ananias—the baptism of the jailer—the baptism of the people on the

coast of Ephesus—the positive declaration of Paul to the Colossians to be

buried with the Lord in baptism, and thereby pass through the similitude

of his resurrection, together with the plain and pointed assertion of the

apostle Peter in his first epistle, when speaking of the deluge which covered

the whole earth, or, in other words, its baptism, he has given us to un-

derstand the like figure whereunto even baptism doth now save us—not

the washing away of the filth of the flesh, but the assurance of a good con-

science before God, How can we have this assurance, unless we perform

the duty devolving upon us 1 for Christ has said, " if ye love me ye will keep

my commandments ; in vain do ye call me Lord, Lord, and do not the

things I have taught you both by example and precept." The apostle John
exhorted the people to whom he wrote not to receive persons into their

houses, unless they brought this doctrine, that is, the same that Christ

taught, and he and his associates were teaching, for should they not abide

in this doctrine, but transgress it, they had not God or Christ. Hence,
then, however just a person may be, attentive to many things, blameless in

his walk and conduct, yet if he has not as yet bowed in obedience to ail

these requirements, permit me, as one who desires your salvation, to say

they are yet astray from the fold of God, a stranger and foreigner to the

commonwealth of Israel ; for notwithstanding the justness, piety, and zeal

of Cornelius, he had to send for Peter to come and teach him the way
of the Lord more perfectly, and being baptized was thereby brought nearer

to God. Eut here is an instance of the Holy Ghost being given prior to

baptism : this was done to convince Peter the time had come for the gospel

to be presented to the Gentiles ; and he being very rigid for his own nation,

could not be constrained to preach the gospel to them, although shown a

vision of clean and unclean things, but had to receive occular demonstra-
tion, which, having got, he exclaimed they had a right, and Cornelius was
baptized ; but prior to this event and afterwards, whenever the Holy Ghost
was to be received, it was imparted by the laying on of the hands of the

servants of the Lord. So when Paul had baptized those persons on the

upper coast of Ephesus, he laid his hands upon their heads and they spake

in tongues and prophesied, and this was one of the gifts promised by Jesus

Christ to all who believed, and it was of universal practice among the fol-

lowers of the Lord ; also the laying on of hands for the healing of the sick,

as promised and clearly set forth by the apostle James in these very remark-

able words, " is any sick among you, let him call for the elders of the

church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of

the Lord ; and the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and God shall raise

him up," &c. By one more reference I shall leave the subject for your
mature and prayerful consideration. Paul, in the sixth chapter of Hebrews
and the first verse, when enumerating the fundamental principles of the
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doctrine of Christ, places the doctrine or ordinance of laying on of hands

as one, and from precept and example I am truly constrained to say with

the same apostle, "though we or an angel should preach any other gospel,

let him be accursed. After speaking of the manner of the organization

of the church of God in his day, and the diversity of gifts bestowed upon
the believer (for a full and faithful description of which I refer you to the

twelfth and fourteenth chapters of his first epistle to the ' Corinthians),

he asserts the all-conclusive fact, that "if any man think himself to be a

prophet, or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things I write unto you
are the commandments of God ; but if any man be ignorant, let him be

ignorant ; wherefore, brethren, covet to prophecy, and forbid not to speak

in tongues ; let all things be done decently and in order."

I must leave you now for a short time, trusting you will carefully peruse

your bible ; search it as for a precious jewel, and when you have found it,

buy it and sell it not, but let your neighbours know where to find the same
treasure. Pray to the Lord to show you your duty—to remove the veil

from your eyes, that you may understand his ways more perfectly, and
possess a disposition to embrace truth, though presented before you in a

humble garb. Do not say these things were to cease, because scripture

does not say so, only when He (that is Christ) who is perfect shall come

;

until that time we require them. But when the perfect comes, our limited

knowledge will be extended, and we, no more children tossed to and fro by
every wind and tide of doctrine, be also made complete. Farewell kind

readers till you hear from me again, which I trust will be ere long, when
I shall communicate something further. Till then may the Lord bless and

guide you into all truth, and finally sanctify you by the same. Even so :

Amen.

As an ambassador for the kingdom of God,

I subscribe myself your servant for the gospel's sake,

David C. Kimbale.

REFERENCES TO PASSAGES QUOTED IN THE PRECEDING PAGES.

Matthew xiii. from the 13th verse to the end. John iii. from the 1st verse to the 5th.

John xx. 17th verse. 1st Epistle of Peter iii. 18th and 19th verses. Mark xvi. 15th

verse and to the end. Acts of the Apostles ii. 37th to 39th verses. Luke x. 1st verse.

Acts viii. 13th to 21st verses. Acts ix. 17th and 18th verses. Acts xvi. 30th to 34th

verses. Acts xix. 1st to 7th verses. Colossians ii. 12th verse. 1st. Epistle of Peter iii.

19th and 20th verses 2nd. Epistle of John i. 9th to 11th verses. I would recom-

mend the whole of the 10th chapter of Acts be read, if not at least from the 43rd verse

to the end.
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